
 

 

1 

Last year, Cambodia renewed 
the three-decade-old operational 
presence of the OHCHR’s field 
office and the mandate of the 
Country Special Rapporteur, 
attesting to the Kingdom’s 
goodwill to cooperate with the 
human rights mechanism of the 
UN and our resolute commitment 
to all human rights in the 
country.  

The process toward the creation of the National Human Rights 
Institution is progressing with a draft law being broadly consulted 
with all stakeholders. Cambodia accepted to become “a champion 
country” in implementing the Global Compact for Migration. The 
Kingdom for the first time met the LDC graduation criteria. 

The Minister underlined that Cambodia remains resolute in 
defending what it believes the rightful path, which is to uphold its 
sovereignty, guarantee rights to life and survival, shield law-abiding 
citizens and protect its hard-won peace. 

The Kingdom remains steadfast in pursuing our irreversible 
democratic journey with pluralism, including ensuring that the 
coming elections will be free and fair, peaceful and reflect the will of 
the people. 
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation Prak Sokhonn when 
sharing his insight about democracy, 
stressed that it is neither an 
imported nor exported commodity. 

“Democracy cannot grow by itself, 
nor it can be conjured. Democracy 
is neither an imported nor exported 
goods. Democracy is a shared 
value achieved from learning, built 
and strengthened gradually, taking 
into account national particularities 
and context,” he said in his statement 
at the High-Level Segment of the 
49th Session of the Human Rights 
Council (Pre-Recorded Video) in 
Geneva, Switzerland on 28 February. 

The Cambodian top diplomat 
continued that human rights are 
shared values for all humanity but 
no country can claim the monopoly 
of the model of human rights and 
democracy. Centuries-old democracies 
have been struggling on with their 
systematic human rights mess. 
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France Appreciates Cambodia’s 
Rapid Development 

 
KhmerTimes/04 March 

Ambassador of France to Cambodia spoke 
highly of Cambodia’s rapid development, as 
well as COVID-19 pandemic control. 

The Ambassador expressed France’s support 
for the Cambodian Multinational Training 
Centre to become a regional training centre 
and its request for the docking of the French 
navy in Cambodia in 2023. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
National Defence thanked France for its 
contribution to the peace building, 
reconstruction and development of Cambodia 
as well as for its assistance to the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF). 

Continued on page (4) 

 

KhmerTimes/09 March 

ASEAN Chair special envoy and Foreign Minister Prak 
Sokhonn has held consultative talks with Japan’s 
special envoy for national reconciliation in Myanmar 
and chairman of Nippon Foundation Yohei Sasakawa 
ahead of his departure to Myanmar in late March. 

The two special envoys observed that the 
implementation of the Five-Point Consensus on 
Myanmar’s crisis adopted by ASEAN leaders in April 
has been done slowly, but hoped that Myanmar would 
apply more progress on this. 

The Minister expressed his belief that Sasakawa’s vast 
expertise on Myanmar would be an asset, which can 
contribute greatly to the common cause to defuse the 
Myanmar’s crisis. 

Continued on page (4) 

Sokhonn Holds Talks with Japan’s 
Special Envoy on Myanmar 
 

Gender Equality in Spotlight as Women’s Day Approaches 

Minister of National Assembly 
Senate Relations and Inspections, 
who is also head of the 
Cambodian Women’s Association 
for Peace and Development, said 
this year’s theme aims to show 
how invaluable gender equality is. 

She added that it made a real 
contribution to the promotion of 
women’s participation in promoting 
gender equality in Cambodia and 
linked to women’s movements 
around the world. 

8 March serves as a reminder of 
women’s struggles to seek equality 
and equal peace, she noted. 

 

Minister of Education, Youth 
and Sports said that the ministry 
has been implementing strategic 
plans to mainstream gender 
integration into the education 
sector – both to reduce the 
gender gap in the field and to 
increase the participation of 
female staff. It would also 
cultivate positive attitudes in 
society. 

He added that in the 2020-2021 
academic year, the gender gap in 
the level of general knowledge 
education had been significantly 
reduced.  

 

 

PhnomPenhPost/10 March 

With the 111th anniversary of 
the International Women’s Day 
approaching, senior Cambodian 
officials marked the event a 
week ahead on 1 March with 
the theme “Gender equality today 
for a sustainable tomorrow.” 
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Cambodia, Czech Agree to Boost Bilateral Trade 
 

WEF Lends Hand in E-Commerce, Trade 

 

PhnomPenhPost/03 March 

A senior official at the World Economic Forum (WEF) has 
expressed support for Cambodia’s chairmanship of ASEAN, 
committing efforts to find ways of helping the Kingdom achieve its 
goals in the fields of digital commerce and investment facilitation. 

WEF Head of Regional Agenda for the Asia-Pacific and Executive 
Committee Member said that the forum would continue to lend 
its support to Cambodia in its quest to help realise the ASEAN 
Economic Community’s vision of free flow of goods, services, 
investment, capital, and skilled labour within the bloc. 

Minister of Commerce lauded the cooperative relationship 
between Cambodia and the WEF, as he highlighted the active 
participation of the Kingdom’s delegation in previous iterations 
of the forum, as well as in the most recent one. 

He reserved particular praise for the Global Alliance for Trade 
Facilitation (GATF) partnership under the WEF, between the MoC 
and the NGO Swisscontact, for its importance in helping achieve 
some of the Kingdom’s goals in the digital trade sector. 

Continued on page (4) 

 

Cambodia Committed to 
Chairing ASEAN, Address 
Regional and Global 
Challenges 

 
KhmerTimes/01 March 

As the ASEAN Chair, Cambodia will be 
involved in addressing regional and 
global challenges, including the legal 
identification of complex issues that 
need to be addressed in a timely 
manner. 

Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and 
Youth Rehabilitation (MoSVY) said 
that Cambodia as the ASEAN Chair is 
committed to solve challenges while 
focusing on the core principle of 
ASEAN and maintaining unity, harmony 
and solidarity. 

Cambodia considers the promotion 
and protection of children a priority of 
the Royal Government, which is 
included in the strategy for the human 
resource development. The plan is a 
solid foundation for the National 
Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 
2019-2023 which has specific indicators 
and timelines for implementation in 
accordance with various policy documents 
and legal standards, especially in 
response to development goals. 

MoSVY also commended the ASEAN 
Committee on strengthening the 
capacity of ASEAN member states to 
ensure the protection of the women 
and children rights.  

 

 
KhmerTimes/02 March 

The Kingdom of Cambodia 
and the Czech Republic have 
agreed to boost the bilateral 
trade in the post-COVID-19 
crisis, pledging to strengthen 
the cooperation on rice export 
and food processing. 

 

Cambodian Minister of Commerce 
noted with satisfaction of the 
traditional friendship and 
good relations between the 
two countries, people, and the 
joint efforts in the past to 
strengthen and expand 
cooperation in potential fields, 
particularly in the commercial 
sector, focusing on rice, food 
processing and the processing 
and packaging of Cambodian 
fruits.  

Continued on page (4) 
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Sokhonn Holds Talks with…  

Regarding his upcoming visit Myanmar, Sokhonn has 
previously said that he would mainly focus on the Five-
Point Consensus endorsed by the ASEAN leaders in April.  

The Minister added that he will meet parties concerned, 
but he cannot meet all in one visit. 

He had requested to meet junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, 
chairman of the State Administration Council of 
Myanmar, his Myanmar’s counterpart and some other 
dignitaries that Naypyidaw can coordinate for. 

In addition, the Minister is scheduled to meet with all the 
ASEAN ambassadors to Myanmar because they are 
monitoring the situation there. “We can have more 
information for us to assess the situation of each party 
concerned in the Myanmar’s crisis,” he said. 

Humanitarian aid to a local hospital will be distributed 
and ensured that the assistance provided by ASEAN to 
Myanmar reaches those most in need at this hospital, 
while other locations depend on the actual time.  

Continued from page (3) 

Cambodia, Czech Agree to… 

The Ambassador of Czech Republic to 
Cambodia thanked the minister for his support 
and appreciated the efforts on economic 
diversification through legal, regulatory and 
institutional processes that will further boost 
bilateral trade relations. 

The two sides discussed the impact of the 
global epidemic situation, which is hurting the 
regional and international supply chain, 
leading to trade deficits between the two 
countries. 

Briefing on key points such as bilateral free 
trade agreements (FTAs) with China and South 
Korea, and the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP), the Minister 
placed high hopes that Czech businessmen and 
investors will be able to take full advantage of 
the wider market opportunities in a good 
business and investment environment, which 
will lead to further enhancement of trade 
cooperation in the future. 

The Czech Republic is an important market in 
the European Union for Cambodian products. 
In 2020-2021, the two-way trade was valued at 
$80 million, down from $126 million in 2019.  

Continued from page (2) 

France Appreciates Cambodia’s… 

The DPM also lauded France’s good cooperation in the 
training and dispatch of Cambodian peacekeepers to UN 
missions abroad. 

He reaffirmed Cambodia’s commitment to continue good 
cooperation with France and other countries in the 
region and the world.  

Continued from page (3) 

WEF Lends Hand in E-Commerce… 

The Minister also touched on the official launch of the 
government’s Digital Economy and Social Policy 
Framework 2021-2035 two years ago, which set a long-
term vision of building the Kingdom’s economy and 
establishing a vibrant digital society. 

He added that the WEF’s cooperation has been particularly 
beneficial in establishing the GATF as well as the recently 
launched upgrade project of e-commerce for small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SME) on 08 February.  

 

Continued from page (1) 

DPM: Democracy is Neither… 

The High-Level Segment is a space where 
dignitaries, who are Heads of Government or 
State Representatives, outline their respective 
country’s priorities, achievements, commitment, 
and exchange views on how to address 
challenges in the fields of human rights. 

More than 140 dignitaries from many 
countries and the International Organisations 
have inscribed on the list of speakers.  

 


